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PREFACE 


I AM engaged in an uncommon Subject; not 


by any forelaid Deſign, but provideatially : For 
having led my Audience thro ſeveral of the 
foregoing Chapters on the 6th. of this Inſtant March, 
in my ſtated ordinary Courſe, I came to the Text 
here inſiſted on, and took the Opportunity of enlarg- 
a little upon Lots; apt rebeuding that the Abuſe 

= them was rifing up into a National fin. It is 
indeed an unfair Way of getting Money, which 
brings Poverty on the Credulous and Meauer ſort 
of People in a very pleafing, and unſenſible Way. 
I doubt not, but the Wiſdom of our Senators will 
in a little Tme take Notice of theſe Things * But 
1 have wholly wav'd the Political Conſiderations 
which belong to thoſe in another Orb. I meddle 
only with the Divinity Part of the Subject, defign- 
ing, to evince, that whatſoever Lot is uſed befides 
the Religious and Civil Lot, is an Abuſe of the 
Lot, and comes of Evil. The Religions Lot is 
frequently in Uſe ; the Civil Lot is more frequently, 
and in almoſt daily Uſ-; and both very commend- 
60 ); ; but the Uſe of Lors in a Va] of Sport aud 
2 Paſt: g 
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Paſtime is what I cannot approve of, but look 
upon it as a very great Abuſe and Profanation of 
4. 
But becauſe of the Uacommonneſs of the Subject; 
and becauſe the Hands of ſome Miniſters was in the 
Tranſgreſſion, I was accus'd of too great Severity, 
and binding Religion too ſtrait on; as if I had not 
Courilineſ enough, to make Allowances tomy Friends, 
in the pleaſing Recreations, and ianocent Diver ſions * 
of Life. Whcreupon I have ſuffer d mylclf to be 
eafily perſuaded, to ſead the Diſcourſe itſelf Abroad, 
and ſubmit it to the Correction of others. 

It is indeed but a Sin of Ignoran;e at preſent, 
and 7wbilſt uninform'd ; but yet a Sin of Ignorance 
is a Sin; and the very Life of Sincerity lies, in a 
willing Deſire to know the Divine Will, and our 
Duty in every Thing. Plal. 139. 2. laſt, Search 
me. Cc. 

I have often pleas'd myſelf in Times Paſt, with 
Thoughts of the very great Agreeableneſs between 
the Temper of my Mind, and the Place that Diviue 
Wiſdom had allotted me in his Vineyard ; but of late 
thoſe Thoughts have fail'd me, for ſurely I have 
obſerved with no little Regret, that the Torrent of 
| Jiniquity runs high, it is ſtrong, and ſwells every 
Day more aud more, beyond my Ability to flem the 
Ide, ſed praſtat motos componere flutus— 

A very conſiderable Writer has told us, that thoſe 
Things which he had the leaſt Iuclination to publiſh, 
thoſe very Things God called for; it is /o in the Caſe 
here, and I leave it to the Providence of God, to 
make what Uſe hz pleaſes of me, aud every Thing 
of M:n- 55 


T. 8. 


A 
A Diſcourſe on Lots. 


John XIX. 23, 24. 


Then the Soldiers, when they had Crucified 
Jeſus, took his Garments ( 7 made four 
Parts, to every Soldier a Part) and alſo 
his Coat: Now the Coat mas without Seam, 
woven from the Top throughout. They ſaid 
therefore among themſelves, let as not rent 

it, but caſt Lots for it, whoſe it ſhall be: 

That the Scripture might be fulfilled, which 
faith, They parted my Raiment among 
them, and for my Veſture they did caſt 


Lots. Theſe Things therefore the Soldiers 
aid, | 


E are now come in our 
Courſe to the Sufferings of 
our Lord from the Rude 
Soldiers, and are to view 


the Treatment he had from them. 
1. They ſtrip him of his Raiment, and 
nail him naked 1 to the Croſs ; to ſignify our 
| Naked- 
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Nakedneſs by Sin, Ger. 3. and how unable 
we are to ſtand in Gods Sight; as allo that 
no Sin can be hid from God, He. 4. 1;. 
Again! Chriſt was naked, that we might 
be Cloathed with his Righteouſneſs, : 2 Cor. 
5. 3. If ſo be that being cloathed, we hal not 
be found Naked. To this Righteouſnc!s ot 
his (Signified by thoſe Skins of Beaſts, where- 
with our firſt Parents were cover'd in Eden) 
he kindly invites all naked Souls, that arc 
ſenſible of their Caſe, Rev. 3. 18. I counſel 
thee to buy of me white Raiment, that thou 
may ſt be Cloached, and that the Shame of thy 
Nakednejs do not appear. 

2 How they diſpoſe of them, ſome of his 
Ge they divide among themſelves at 
preſent; one Soldier taking one, and another 
taking another of his Garments: Thus 
Davids Enemies made a Spoil of him; and 
thus Chriſt's Enemics of him; and can his 
Followers expect to eſcape the Abuſes, and 
Inſults of their Enemies? In all Ages the 
World made a Spoil of the Godly, and we 
muſt account of it; and learn to take jnyfully 
the Spoiling of our Goods, Heb. 10. 32 Know- 
ing that we have in Heaven a better and a more 
a, Subſtance, 

3 We have here their Agreement about 
iividieg among them the ſeamlefs Coat, ſo 
tgamed for working mighty Cures, by a 
meer Touch of it. No ſince every one 
deſires to have this, and they have all an 
equal Right to it, and no one of em will- 
ing to part with his Intereſt in it, it is deter- 
min'd, it ſhall be diſpos'd of by Lot. See, 


fee the Security of the Carne Heart: Thcy 
are 
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are rejoycing whilſt our Lord is in the Bit- 
terneſs of his Sorrows: And thro' an Heart 
har den d in Sin, they can make themſelves 
merry, even within the hearing of his Dying 
Groans. 

Such, even ſuch Regard will the World 
have for the Diſtreſſes of good People: 
Therefore let them ſee that they live above 
the World, the only way to be free'd from 
the Vexations and Sorrows of it. That all 
the Unkindnefles of Men, may not break thy 
Heart, let them help forward thy Morti- 
fication. | 

Howcame they to agree upon this Way 
of deciding the Matter by Lot? Why! it 
was by a Divine and Providential Influence 
on their Spirits. Men conſult, and God in- 
finitely wiſe over rules their Debates unper- 
ceived, who had a particular Prophecy to 
fulfill, Pſal. 22. 18. 

Obſerve, 1. How great was our Lords 
Poverty in his Life? The Foxes have Holes, 
aud the Birds of the Air have Neſts; are better 
provided in that Reſpect than he, for the Son 
of Man hath not where to lay his Head. What 
if we have no Houfe of our own? Or it 
we have that, yet no rich Furniture? What 
it we have no high Roots, or embroidered 
Hangings? Will not a Life of Communion 
with God make us happy without theſe ? 
Our Lord had none of em. 

Again, how great was his Poverty in his 
Dezth > Others had Legacies to give, he 
had none to give, but Spiritual Good Things, 
the Fruits ot his Death, even Rightcouſneſ; 
and Peace: He could not ſo much as dil- 
poſc of his own Cloathes, they fell to the 

Soldi- 
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Soldiers as their Fee. How great was his 
Love to us? That he would deſcend into 
fo deep a Poverty, to raiſe us and make us 
Rich, 2 Cor. 8. 9. Why ſhouldſt thou diſtreſs 
thyſelf with the Fears of invading Poverty? 
It makes no Strangeneſs between God and 
Souls. Beſides! Chriſt being Poor, has 
Sanctified a low State to all his People. 


Doct. The Lot which is a Sacred Ordinance 
of God, is oft abus d by the Ignorance and Wan- 
zouneſs of Ma. 


I. The Lot is a ſacred Ordinance of God, 
all the Uſages of it in Scripture do abund- 
antly ſhew. 

IT. When is this Sacred Ordinance abus'd 
and profan d by Man? 

III. Anſwer ſome Queſtions relating to this 
Doctrine. 

I. The Lot is a ſacred Ordinance of God, 
appointed by him, for the Setfingthe Minds 
of Men, any Ways in Doubt, or Suſpence 
touching his Will; when there is not a full 
and clear Declaration made of it in his 
Written Word ; as ſuppoſe there be a Con- 
troverſy depending between you and me, and 
there is no Witneſs that can make a Proof 
of matter of Fact, which of theſe Contend ing 
Parties are in the Right, and which in the 
wrong; then the Aggreived perſon has Power 
to call his Neighbour on his Oath, called 
therefore the Oath of the Lord, becauſe the 
Lord is called in as the Witneſs, and the 
Aggreived Perſon can go no farther, but muft 
accept that Oath, Exod. 22. 10. 11. So in 
Caſe the Controverſy depending be between 


many 
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many, then they have Recourſe to the Lot 
as God's Ordinance, ro put an End to all 
Strite Prov. 18. 18. The Lot cauſeth Content ions 
to ceaſe, and parteth between the mighty. So 
then as in private Caſes, H-b. 6. 16. An oath 
for Confirmation is to them an End of all Strife, 
ſo in publick Caſes the Lot is to them an 
End of all Strife, but farther. 

1. The Lot is a ſpecial, particular, and 
ſolemn Appeal to God, and ſuppoſes 
the Determining Preſence of God, as an 
Oath does his Witneſſing Preſence. Even 
the Light of Nature taught Men this, and 
therefore it was uſed by them with Reve- 
rence and Awe, Jonah 1. 7. And they ſaid, 
every one to his Fellow, Come and let us caſt 
Lots, that we may know for whoſe Cauſe this 
Evil is upon us. As it was with Reverence, 
ſo allo with Prayer, 1 Sam. 14. 41, 42. 
Lord (ſays Saul) Give a perfect Lot. 

2. God owns and accepts the Appeal, 
and takes it upon himſelf, to give an An- 
ſwer to this Appeal by the Lot, Jonah 1. 3. 
The Lot fell upon Jonah. God took the 
Guilty, and the Mariners were ſatisfied, by 
ſo clear an Anſwer God gare them in the 
Caſe, ſo again in the Cafe of Achau, Joſh. 7. 
16, 17, 18. The Lot that cauſeth Contentions 
to ceaſe, Prov. 18. 18. And parteth among 


the Mighty. 


2. This Ordinance is abus'd and pro- 

fan'd by Man, and when it is ſo. 
1. Ir is abusd by Men, and profan'd ; 
God has his Ordinances, the Devil has his; 
God has his Sacraments for his People, the 
Devil has his. Is the Oath God's Ordi- 
B nances ? 
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nance ? In Affront to this, the Devil ſer 
up protane Swearing, to leſſen the Autho- 
rity and Vencration of a Sacred Oath. Is 
the Lot God's Ordinance 2 Herein alſo the 
Enemy Sous his Tares, and to affront God 
in this Ordinance ot his; he has his Gam- 
ing and Luſory Lots, that there may be no 
Religion in the Uſage of the Lot, the De- 
vil has turnd them all into Play. 

2. When is it ſo? Anſwer, When it is 
us'd only in Sport and Paſtime, and nei- 
ther as a Religious or Civil Lot. But J 
will follow God, and take the Hints of Pro- 
vidence ; it may be God deſigns to do ſome 
Good by this Sermon, ſince I did not Pub- 
Iiſh it of Choice, but of meer Neceflity. I 
have Hopes God's Providence had a farther 
Deſign in this Matter than I had. I will 
therefore be more diſtint and particular 
in my Anſwer. I ſay then it is abus'd, 

1. When the Lot is us d in a way of Di- 
vination. You that are my Hearers, know 
better than I, how Satan gives in his An- 
ſwer when he is called upon, and conſulted 
with in the Uſage of his Ceremonies; I 
mean now the Sieve and the Shears, when 
you would find out the Thief that ſtole 
ſuch Wool from you, he ſtands by inviſibly, 
and gives an Anſwer. Thus the Devil is 
enquir'd of as to Things that are paſt ; (a) at 

other 


0 42) One Species of Branch or Divination is when Diſ- 
eaſcs are cur'd with Charms, tho' Medicines may be 
made 
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other Times he is conſulted with as to Things 
to come; when Perſons run to Aſtrologers, 
and Fortune-tellers, and male uſe of their 
Ceremonies, to ſhew what ſhall befal you in 
your after Life, and what your Cirgumſtan- 
ces ſhall be in the World; what Husbands 
or Wives you ſhall have, what will be their 
Trade and Calling, whether Rich or Poor. 
| Theſe are Lots of Sorcery and Divination, 
ſo abhorred of God ; that this was one of 
thoſe Sins for which the Land of Canaan 
ſpewed out her old Inhabitants. Again, 
Divination is by (5) Figures drawn in the 
Duſt or Aſhes (called 7:9gouarrde) as on Va- 
lentine's Eve, viz. (c) But I am not fo ac- 
quainted with the Devil's Myſteries, as ro 
enumerate and reckon them up, in a word! 
All Searchers into Futurities or Things to 
come, by any deviſed Ways, and Means of 
our own, befides the Scriptures, fall under 


_— 
— nn... 


made uſe of to hide the Matter. This Satan can do by 
binding up the Humours of the Body, as they ſay the 
Cortex does now. Therefore the Writer of the Life of 
P aracelſus tells us, He would not ftay above one Year in 
a Place, left by that time the Diſtempers he had ſeem'd 
to have healed, fhould return again and confront him, 
and diſcover only a palliated Cure. 


(b) Under the InſpeRion of the * Houſhold 
Gods among the ancient Heathens, to which Gods that 
piece of Worſhip is paid. Sirs whom you ignorantly 
Worſhip declare I unto you. 

(c) At other times by Aride-cake laid under the 
Pillows, the Devil muſt inform thoſe that thus uſe his 
Sacraments, what ſhall be their Lot in this World, 
2 Kinps 1. 16. Becauſe there is no God in ſitael, there- 
fore People run eren Proteftaats to Baal xe bub the God of 
TKRON, 5 
e B 2 this 
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this Cenſure, and are but an Imitation of 
the Ancient Sorcerers, Eſther 3. 7. They 
caſt the Lot before Haman jrom Day to Day, 
and from Month to Month. Sce how Obſe- 
quious and Submiſſive the Deus Cotaries 
are, they wait the Leiſure of their Black 
Prince, and ſaall not wile and good Men 
wait on God in the Conduct of his Provi- 
dence ? And it we can do this, we ſhall ne- 
ver run from him into ſuch abominable 
Ways, I had almoſt forgotten to give ſome 
Light to that Paſſage, Exe. 21. 20, 21, 22. 
The King of Babylon flood at the parting of the 
Wap, at the Head of the to Ways to uſe Divi- 
nation He made his Arrows bright, he conſul- 
ted with Images, he looked in the Liver. The 
King of Babylon, ſays St. Jerome, took two 
Arrows, he wrote the Name of Jeruſalem 
upon the one, and the Name of Rabbah, for 
the Anmonit on the other, then theſe were 
ſhaken in the Quiver, and then a Perſon 
blind-folded took our the Arrows. The 
Faſhion of Sorcery, or Divination may al- 
ter, as the Faſhions of other things, but the 
Sin is {till the fartne, tho' in other and new 
invented Forms. All theſe Divinatians are 
utterly unlawfal, there may not be found a- 
mong all Iſrael one ſuch Perſon, Deut. 18. 10, 
11. And he that is now guiity of any ſuch 
bold Tranſgreſnon, forfeits his Life to the 
Magiſtrate's Sword, and ought to dye, if 
informed againſt ; itas allo Treaſon againſt 
the Crown ot Heaven, tor you take part with 
that Enemy of his, who ſince his Revolt 
from God has Headed all the Rebellions a= 
gainſt God, that erer were in the World, 
| | ſince 


On LOTS. 12 


fince the Creation till now; of whom God 
hath proclaimd, that he will receive him 
into Grace and Favour no more; and takes 
an Oath ot all his People in Converſion, 
that they ſhall have no Fellowſhip with 
him. 

2. When it is usd in Sport and Paſtime, 
and neither as a Religious or Civil Lot. 

1. Religious and Sacred Lots were anci- 
ently in uſe, Lev. 16. 8, 9. Thus the Scape 
Goat was determin'd, 1 Chron. 24. 5. Thus 
the Courſes of the Pricſts were determin'd, 
compar'd with Luke 1. 9. when an Apoſtle 
was to be choſen to fill up the Room and 
Place of Judas, Atts 1. Latter end, this 
was done by Lot, ſo theſe fort of Lots are 
in uſe ſtill among ſerious Perſons: But they 
whole Lite is a continued Courtſhip to the 
Pleaſures of Scnſe, are fo far ſincere, that 
they pretend not to an Acquaintance with 
ſuch. I will ſuppoſe the Plague in London, 
the Miniſters are afraid, as alto the Phyſici- 
ans, yet darc not leave their Charges. 
Now in this Caſe they refer themſelves 
to the Lot who ſhall depart, and who 


. 


ſhall continue in the City to attend the 


Sick. 

2. There is a Civil Political Uſe of Lots, 
which are to be us'd when great Matters are 
depending, which cannot be determined in 
any other way ſo, Joſb. 18. 6. Te ſhall de- 
ſcrile the Land into [even parts, and bring the 
Deſcription to me, that I may caſt Lots for 
you here be'/ore the Lord cur God. So Saul was 
Elected King of 1/-ae/ by Lot, 1 Sam. 10. 20. 
When Iſrael came back from the Babylonijh 

Capti- 
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Captivity, they were afraid to dwell in Je- 
ruſalem, the Metropolis of the Nation, the 
Butt at which the ſurrounding Enemies 
would be ſure to direct their Arrows : The 
Government therefore order d, Neh. 11. f. 
That One in Ten ſhould be brought up out 
of the Country to live at Jeruſalem, and theſe 
ſhould be determin'd by Lot 

Now ſince theſe Luſory Ta that are ſet- 
ting up in molt of the Great Towns of this 
polluted Nation, fall undcr ncither of theſe 
Heads, nor can be reckon'd either with 
the Sacred, nor the Civil Lots, they are ut- 
terly unlawful. Hence Dice Cards, and all 
thoſe Games, that fall under this Luſory, or 
Sporting Lot, muſt needs come under the 
_ Condemnation 

But I know it will be readily alledg- 
rg * theſe fall under the Civil and Di- 
viſory Lots, the Deſign of which is to give 
to every One his Right. 

I reply, They can take no ſhelter here, 
becauſe the Civil Lot, when us'd lawfully, 
and as ſuch, has always theſe two (or 
ar leaſt one of them) inſeparable Proper- 
TIES. 

1. It muſt, and is always to be uſed in 
great and weighty Matters; either weighty 
in itſelf, or in the Conſequences ; to pre- 
vent or adjuſt Differences among Neigh- 
bours, and to eſtabliſh Peace in their Bor 
ders; and when the Lot is called for in fri- 
volous and trifling Cates, it is no better than 
Playing with that Glorions and fearful 
Name, THE LORD THY GOD, 
Neut. 28. 58. 

. The 
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2. The Lot muſt be uſed only in ſuch 
Matters as cannot be determin'd any other 
Way, Prov. 18. 18. The Lot thus cauſeth 
Contentions to Ceaſe. I will not ſtoop to 
you, you will not condeſcend to me, then the 
Lot comes and ends all Strife. But when in 
Sport and Paſtime we tie a Knot, and then 
appeal to Providence to untie it, we take 


gour Money, which is undoubtedly, and 


without all Diſpute our own, and throw it 
mto the Lottery, and then ask God whoſe it 
is, mine or my Neighbours ? Who is ſo igno- 
rant and thoughtleſs as not to ſee that this 
is a very Abuſe and Profanation of the Lot? 
which is, (as I have already ſhewn, an Ap- 
peal to God) a meer Mocking of the Divine 
Majeſty, and Afﬀront to Heaven. 

Obj. Oh, but I think nothing of God in 
the Caſe, and therefore do not appeal to 


him, non vacat exiguis Rebus, &c. 


Reply, To curb this inſolent Rant, then In- 
ſtead of charging thee with Wantonneſs, I'll 
charge thee only with a ſtupid Ignorance, and 
all * Looſeneſs of a careleſs and empty 
Mind. 


Oueſt. But then by thus ſaying you con- 
demn, State Lotteries; do you not? 

Anſw. I would by no means have it thought 
that State Eotteries ſtand on the ſame Foot 
with theſe Sportive Lotteries, for they differ 
in the very Foundation; for it is not a vain 
and wanton Mind, but the Neceſſary Support 
of the Goverament, that is the very Found- 
ation on Which a State Lottery is erected ; 


allow me this Gradation to Illuſtrate the 
Matter. 


1. The 
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1. The Ruling Powers arc an Ordinancc 
of God Rom. 13. 1, 2. 

2. So is this alſo that the Government be 
ſupported by the Subject, Rom. 13. 6. 

3. Chrit himſelf paid Tribute to Cæſar, 
and we are to be obedient to all its Lawful 
Commands, 1 Pet. 2. 13. 14. | 

4. The Goverment has Pow'r to appoint 
the Way whereby this Tribute ſhall be rais'd, 
ſobeit that Way of Collecting does not Neceſ- 
ſarily involve the Contributors in any Sin, but 
this is the Queſt ion before us therefore. 

2 Anſw. I ſay then in the Second Place, 
with that excellent Caſuiſt and Profeſſor of 
Divinity, formerly at Franker in the Low- 
Countries; They may be ſo manag'd as to 
be lawful, tho' in ſome Countries they are too 
often manag'd otherwiſe. That great Divine 
aforeſaid would have Men be very angelical, 
and come to the Lottery, * not ſo much ur- 

ed from hope of Gain, as from an Intention 
and Delign of contributing ſomething to the 
Publick : But with all poſſible Deference to 
that learned Man; if the inordinate Deſire 
of the propoſed Gain be that which renders 
the Action unlawful, then the Fault becomes 
perſonal in the Man (and muſt be corrected) 
not in the InjunQion of our Senate. I hope 
It will not be imputed an Indecency in me to 
have ſuggeſted thus much, becauſe it has a 
Tendency to reſolve the Scruples that have 
riſen in the Breaſts of ſome. 


——_ 


_— 


* Non ex ſpe luerandi, ſed ex Intentione largi- 
endi, ameſ de So. te. C. 4. 


And 
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And tho” it is not my Province to give 
Inſtructions to Princes, yet it were to be 
wiſhcd that the Statc-Lottery might be cor- 
rected in this. That the Prizes might be 
lower, and more ; that fome might not get 
large Eſtates, whilit others that pay the 
ſame Reſpect to the Government are, if not 
impoveriſh'd, yet weaken'd thereby. 

2. Anſw. Once more! I humbly conceive 
the Queſtion is too gencral to receive a more 
diſtinct and particular Anſwer. The Que- 
riſt muſt ſtay till the Propoſals, that are al- 
ways in ſuch Caſes given out by our Sena- 
tors, arc in his Hand; when he will have 
time to conſult upon em; then if he be ſa- 
tisfied, he may take the Opportunity of 
ſhewing his Reſpe& to the Government, and 
he that is not, may lct it alone, and indeed 
ought to do fo, till his Scruples are over. 

Caſe. What ſhal! we think of that called 
Bible Lottery ? 

Anſw. This S rotr obe, or Bible Lotte- 
ry was very ancient, for it was us d in St. Au 
ftia's Time, as appears from that Paſſage in 
his 119th Epiſtle, Qui de Pagiuis, WW as tis 
handed to us by a Modern Writer. (a) 

Queſt. But you will ſay what is it? And 
how came it in? | 

Anſw. The Heathens had Homer and Fir- 
gil in very great Admiration, as it their 
Writings had been the very Inſpirations, 
and Oracles of their Gods; and when in 
Trouble and Diſtreſs they needed Comfort, 
or in difficult Caſes they needed Counſel; 


(a) Rivetus in Decalogu. p. 100. 
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they would run to them, and open them ha- 
{iily, and at Adventures, and from the ve- 
ry firlt Verſe that they caſt their Eye upon, 
they would pretend to toretel ſomething 
concerning themſelves, and would pretend 
to have ſome Direct ion in their preſent Caſe, 
whatiocver it was. 

Some Chriſtians out of a forward and blind 
Zeal, thought they ſhould do well, if they 

ould Subſtitute rhe Holy Scriptures into 
the room ot theſe Pagan Poets; and hence 
:t is, that ſome ignorant Chriſtians to this 
very Day, with Superſtition enough, open 
the Bible very haſtily, when in 3 rouple, not 
as a Rule of Faith and Holineſs, that muſt 
be ſearched into for Direction, and well 
conſlider'd ; but indeed as a Lottery, and 
upon the firft Scripture they caſt their Eye, 
they ſtay, and will nceds find ſome Coun- 
{cl or Comfort in the Scripture, tho' neither 
of em lye there; nor does the] Senſe of the 
Place at all ſur with their Caſe. 

Bur it is more than Time to diſmiſs this 
Theam, and to come to ſomewhat more 
ſuited tõ the other Ordinance beſore us. 

Doct. Things moſt Fortuitous, and the 
molt Contingent Actions of Life fall under 
the Counicl of God, and the Directions of 
his Providence. 

What more Fortuitous than the Games 
of the idle Soldiers? What more like Chance 
than the Caſt of a Dye on our Saviour's 
Coat? Yet this was toreſeen and foretold 
by the Prophets. If the Hatchet- head flew 
Ott, and killd a Man, God ſays, he deliver- 
ed ham into his Hand. The Arrow that was 

ſheer 
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ſhot at Adventures was directed by God to 
make its Way to Abab's Heart, thro' the 
Joynts of his Harneſs. The Fall ot a Spar- 
row, and the very Place of its Fall are both 
directed ot God. Jehn's Miſtake and For- 
getfulneſs are over-ruld by God, to bring 
about his own Purpoſes and Threats upon 
Jezabel, 2 Kings, 9.33. Whilſt that Prince 
torgets himſelt a little, and eats and drinks 
in the Houſe, Jezabel is according to the 
Prediction ot her, devourd by Dogs; the 
uncertain Motions of the giddy Fly are gui- 
ded by the Wiſe God, Exod. 8. 21, 22. Ir 
keeps its Bounds as if it underſtood the Di- 
vine Orders of Heaven, and does not make 
one Salley into the bordering Ficld that be- 
longs to Goſhen. * | 

Uſe 1. The Scriptures muſt needs be the 
Word of God. They foretel us Things to 
come, which none can foretel but God. Idols 
are challeng'd to ſhew their Godſhip by this; 
Foretel us Things to come that we may know, Iſa. 
41. 22, 23. fetch therefore thy Directions 
from thence, not by a ſudden Glance into it 
as a Lottery, but ſtudying it as a Rule of 
Faith and Obedience. 

2. The Ungodly are frequently fulfilling 
God's Counſels, when they mean not ſo, but 
are acting againſt them, /. 10. 6. 3. even 
when they aim to defeat them, Exod. 15 9. 
but after all God's Counſel ſhall tand, Iſa. 46. 
10, 11. and he will be ſure to do all his Plea- 
ſure. Again, P/al. 38. 11. The Counſel of the 
Lord ſtandeth for ever, the Thoughts of his 
Heart to all Generations, 
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3. This Doctrine tends to ſettle and eſta- 
bliſh our Hearts 1a the Certainty of the 
T hreataings of the Word which are fo hard 
to believe, Deut. 29. 19. as alfo of the Promi- 
ies; for they that truſt them hi not be aſha- 
med, Rom. g. laſt. Sarah's Faith laſted, and 
held out Ten Years, and then failed her, Gen. 
16. 1, 2, 3. and her Fall was ſcandalous. 

4. Let this Doctrine quiet the perplexed 
Minds of Believers, touching the Divine Will; 
and eſtabliſh their Subjection to the Divine 
Coaduct, and afford them Quiet under all the 
Events of Providence, ſeeing nothing comes 
upon thee by Chance; but the Great Sove- 
reign of the World, works all Things after 
the Counſel of bis own Will, Eph. 1. 11. Even 
thevery Hawk, tho a fidd of Prey, flies by Di- 
vine Wiſdom, and ſpreads, Fob 39. 26. her Wings 
towards the South, Wait on the Lord, do 
his Will, hear his Will, ſtay his Time. Saul 
loft his Kingdom, and began a Strangeneſs 
between God and his Soul, which ended in 
his Deſtruction, for want of one Hour more 
of Patience, 1 Sam. 13. 8. with 14, he had 
waited patiently the Seven Days; even to 
the Evening of the Seventh Day; to the laſt 
Hour, (as ſome Divines obſerve) but for want 
of filling up the laſt Hour with patient wait- 
ing on God, loſt all. We have, ſays the Apo- 
ſtle, need of Patience, that after we have done 
the Will of Gad, we may inherit the Promiſes, 
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